Grand Canyon Operations Confirm FDC/Aerofilter Is Undisputed Leader 

For Saving Engines And Money Under Harshest Conditions

Novato, CA September 24, 2005 - FDC/Aerofilter puts their latest inlet barrier filter (IBF) product into service in record time, continuing to guarantee Grand Canyon heli-tour operators the highest degree of engine protection and the lowest maintenance cost. FDC/Aerofilter units have been in service since the very start of AS350 Grand Canyon tour operations. 

Heli-tour operations in this extreme environment include multiple landings and takeoffs down in the canyon floor every day, as well as refueling operations in nearby open desert. Flights are conducted in high dust concentrations, acid rain with dissolved dust, and blowing desert sand. High temperature operations at gross weight also require all available engine power. This creates a “worst-case scenario” every day, where an engine can be worn out or destroyed in a small fraction of the usual time in service.

All three of the leading Grand Canyon / Las Vegas tour operators (Maverick, Papillon and Sundance) have upgraded their AS350’s to the new EC130 to gain more paying seats. Based on their previous record of AS350 cost savings, operational reliability and more available engine power, when the big three operators committed to the EC130, they immediately contacted FDC with an urgent demand to provide the same benefits for the new aircraft. As the longest-standing, undisputed industry leader with the widest range of products, best engineering/testing capabilities, and fastest market response time, FDC/Aerofilter rose to the challenge and met the critical demand. The new EC130 filter was designed, tested and certified in record time. It was then put into production and supplied to the waiting operators in record time again. 

AS350 and EC130 operators in colder environments enjoy additional savings and benefits, since both units have been certified for unlimited flight in falling/blowing snow. FDC/Aerofilter thus continues to dominate the civilian market for helicopter inlet barrier filtration, with in-service products for 11 separate aircraft and more in progress.

About FDC/Aerofilter


FDC/Aerofilter designs, manufactures and supports turbine engine inlet barrier filtration systems for helicopters operating in any environment. The Aerofilter eliminates FOD and engine erosion. FDC’s unique filtration media, unmatched design and testing, and industry-leading customer support have created the most desirable product on the market. FDC/Aerofilter is the oldest and largest supplier of inlet barrier filters to the commercial, civil government and military markets worldwide. The company offers the most comprehensive line of certified engine barrier filters in the world, offering systems for Bell 206B/OH58, 206L1/3/4 and 407, Eurocopter AS350B series D, EC130, EC120, the MD500, 600 and OH6, and Sikorsky S76A+/C


Clean air dramatically cuts operating costs. The Aerofilter eliminates FOD and engine erosion, reducing engine maintenance, decreasing downtime, and maintaining engine health. In many cases the Aerofilter also allows more usable power. In a normal environment, the Aerofilter can pay for itself in under a year. In a harsh environment, the Aerofilter can pay for itself in one flight. For more information on current products, please visit FDC/Aerofilter's website at: http://www.fdc-aerofilter.com
